CHAPTER XXIII
SECOND AIRSHIP VOVAGE  IN THE ARCTICS
In 1908 it was my duty to  remain  in the
United States, representing my newspaper in the Presidential campaign of that year. But in 1909, having secured the necessary capital from among my friends, and Mr. Lawson having generously given me the use of the airship and all the Expedition property, without charge, I prepared for another aerial onslaught upon the Pole. How much trouble I could have saved myself if I had only known that Peary had reached the Pole -before I sailed from America! Vaniman was with me again. We had added another engine and another pair of propellers to the motive force of the airship. The old Frith -jof having been lost, with all of her crew but one man, the previous fall, after she had left our service, on the coast of Iceland, Consul Aagaanl this year hired for me a new motor schooner, the Arctic. She was not a successful ship, very slow and uncertain. Again it was necessary to make two voyages. My brother Arthur went out in charge of the first trip, and with a poor
182